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Sign and Chat

Deaf Social Connectors
Becky and Veronica would like to 
thank everyone who came along to 
our Sign and Chat sessions in June 
and July. 
These sessions were a chance for all deaf 
women including deafb lind and hard of hearing 
women to meet up, connect and chat (plus have 
some yummy refreshments!). Everyone had a 
great ti me and the women who came have told 
us they would like more opportuniti es to do this 
again.

Following their success, we are working with 
our fabulous Social Connectors to put on more 
dates throughout September and October 
in diff erent areas of Derbyshire including: 
Derby, Belper, Buxton, Bolsover, Swadlincote, 
Chesterfi eld and Glossop. Please see our 
website for more informati on or email Becky 
(email address below)

As part of the Social Connect project, Becky and 
the Social Connectors will be looking at more 
events and opportuniti es for deaf women to 
make connecti ons with each other and their 
communiti es. We will keep you posted! 

Our Social Connectors are all Deaf, deafb lind or 
HOH women themselves, with lived experience 
of the barriers we can face everyday. They can 
support you to fi nd out more about what we do 
as an organisati on, connect you to our diff erent 
services and free workshops, provide some 1-1 
digital training around accessible apps such as 
Text Relay/zoom etc and generally support you 
to make connecti ons and links with diff erent 
community and peer groups. 

If you would like to fi nd out more about our 
sessions/events, make an appointment to see 
a Social Connector or help and support our 
project by completi ng a quick, anonymous 
survey, then please email 
Becky at becky@deafi nitelywomen.org.uk

Bolsover
Saturday 24th Sept 10am-12
Bainbridge Hall, Chapel Road, S44 6JD

Buxton
Thursday 6th Oct 6.30pm-8pm 
Buxton Fire & Rescue Centre, SK17 9RZ

Chesterfi eld
Friday 7th October 10am-12
Chesterfi eld Community Fire Stati on, S40 2WH

Belper
Saturday 1st October 10am-12 
Deaf-initely Women, Strutt s Centre, DE56 1UU

“I’m happy now, 
I’m here.”
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Profile with...

Staff at Deaf-initely Women have been working 
hard in organising various interesting workshops 
from Arts & Crafts to Basic Guiding Skills to 
Improving interviewing skills. The programme also 
includes an exciting Learning how to Ballroom 
dance during the BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing fever 
inspired by last year’s winner, Rose Ayling-Ellis.   

Autumn programme 
launched!

I have over 20 years’ experience 
of working in the voluntary 

sector as a Fundraiser 
specialising in Trust and 
Foundations and leading 
fundraising teams. I 
feel fortunate to have 

worked for other great 
deaf and disability charities 

such as Sense International, 
SignHealth, deafPLUS, Shaw 

Trust and RNID, where I honed my 
fundraising and leadership skills in this domain. 

My fundraising career started by accident. After 
graduating from Staffordshire University with a 
degree in Biology and Environmental Sciences, 
I joined the Forensic Science Service as a DNA 
Forensic Scientist.

As glamourous as the job sounds, it was quite 
systemic and process-focused. I left after two years 
to travel around the world and worked in Australia 
on a visa. Following that, I went to New Zealand and 
one day, visited Auckland Deaf Society. I spotted an 
advert for a job vacancy which included fundraising. 
The rest is history.

As a Deaf BSL user, I am a representative the 
community and passionate about addressing key 
inequalities that Deaf women face in society, in 
particular our struggles with generations of systemic 
oppression to our sex and language – British Sign 
Language (BSL). As an ambitious and career-focused 
individual, throughout my career, I have experienced 
disadvantages and oppression as a woman and a 
mother in a male-dominated environment.  More 
needs to be done to develop Deaf female leadership 
and networking opportunities so we are able to 
achieve equality in all aspects of life.

The new Chief Executive Officer for BDA
Introducing Rebecca Mansell

Strictly  
Come  

Dancing  
Fever!

NEW Coming Soon!
• Family Connector for deaf parents 

Service 
• LGBT+ Women’s group for deaf, 

deafblind and hard-of-hearing women
• Walking Groups for deaf, deafblind 

and hard of hearing women

ALL activities and workshops are FREE 
for deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing 
women only living in Derby, Derbyshire, 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. The 
online workshops are also FREE for 
all over the UK. Get in touch for more 
information/ referrals about our services 
and FREE support. 

MEMBERSHIP is free to sign up!

info@deafinitelywomen.org.uk 
Text/.SMS: 07421 827 162
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Deaf Cancer team
Hello, we are the Deaf Cancer team, 
and for the last four years we have 
been supporti ng Deaf people who 
have Cancer and their carers.
This project has been funded by Macmillan. Deaf 
cancer support project is expanding and going 
really well. Our service is for Notti  ngham/shire 
& Derby/shire. Our service can provide videocall 
support for Deaf people who have cancer. Those 
who are at home and want to talk to another 
person aff ected by cancer or Carers, we can 
provide support as they can empathise with you.

We have a team, Deaf Macmillan volunteers, all 
have been trained by Macmillan and Self Help. 
They are happy to provide video support in the UK.

We can use text message, messenger, or Zoom. 
We can provide 1:1 support or online groups with 
other deaf people with cancer on Zoom.

Volunteers are ready and happy to support you.

Maybe you can’t share your feelings with your 
family, you can with us or other Deaf people who 
have cancer.

If you are living in the UK and want to chat to get 
things off  your chest. If you are interested and 
would like the support, please contact us on:

Text/WhatsApp: 07946685086
Email: niki.johnson@selfh elp.org.uk

Image by www.freepik.com

October
Deaf Art: Seeing Things Diff erently
Date Monday 3rd Oct
Time 10-4pm
Venue West Studios, Chesterfi eld S41 7LL

How To Get A Job? Improving Your Interviewing Skills
Date Thursday 6th Oct
Time 10-4pm
Venue Deaf-initely Women Training Centre, DE56 1UU

Credit & Borrowing - Understanding And Managing Loans
Date Tuesday 11th Oct
Time 10.30-2pm
Venue Deaf-initely Women Training Centre, DE56 1UU

Deaf Art/Surtal Arts - Pipli - Texti le Lanterns 
Date Wednesday 19th Oct
Time 10-1pm
Venue The Museum of Making at Derby Silk Mill

Learn To Do Ballroom Dancing
Beginner & Advance Welcome - All Partners/Friends
Date Sat 22nd Oct
Time 9.45am-5pm
Venue Strutt s Centre, main hall, Belper DE56 1UU

November
Deaf Art: Fun Drama Workshop!
Date Thursday 3rd Nov
Time 9-3pm
Venue Mansfield Palace Theatre, NG18 1NG

Self-Defence Workshop
Date Thursday 10th Nov
Time 12-1.30pm
Venue Oak Tree Leisure Centre, Mansfield NG18 3RT

Saving The Planet - Tips On A Greener Life
Date Wednesday 16th Nov
Time 11.30-1.30pm
Venue Deaf-initely Women Training Centre, DE56 1UU

Christmas Origami
Date Thursday 24th Nov
Time 11-1pm
Venue Assembly Rooms, Chesterfield, S40 1AR

December
Deaf Art: Boho Vibe Earring Craft 
Date Friday 2nd Dec
Time 9-3pm
Venue Derby Quad, DE1 3AS
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£150 Disability Cost of Living 
Payment
From 20th September 2022, 6 million people 
who are paid certain disability benefi ts will 
receive an automati c one-off  £150 payment.

Check if you’re eligible for the Disability Cost 
of Living Payment

www.costofl ivingsupport.campaign.gov.uk

The new State Pension - 
Don’t forget to apply
You’ll be able to claim the new State Pension 
if you’re:

• a man born on or aft er 6 April 1951
• a woman born on or aft er 6 April 1953

www.gov.uk/new-state-pension/how-to-
claim

LOOK
at what we have done so far!

Learn how to do 
knitting workshop

Making Japanese 
Bag and Printing 

TechniqueTechnique
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Deaf-initely Women 
are very proud to 
present you with an 
Autumn/Winter 22/23 
programme. 
We are showcasing a range 
of exciting  Arts workshops 
to learn more about how to:
◗ act
◗ draw
◗ create fabric prints
◗ make a Japanese knot bag
◗ make jewellery
◗ do an oil painting 
and much more! 

September
Japanese Knot Bag /  
Printing On Fabric Workshop
Saturday 17th Sept | 10-4pm 
Nottinghamshire Deaf Society, 
Forest Road West,  
Nottingham NG7 4EQ

Bhabhinder Kaur Gill, Artist

Come join like minded women, who 
are all keen to refuel their creativity. 
It will be a fun sewing and printing 
Workshop. Let’s make a Japanese 
Knot Bag together.

October
Seeing Things Differently
Monday 3rd Oct | 10-4pm
West Studios, Sheffield Road,  
Chesterfield S41 7LL

Samantha Jane, Artist

This workshop aims to change the 
way you see the things around you. 
Its about looking deeper, seeing 
the little things that most people 
overlook.

November
Fun Drama Workshop!
Thursday 3rd Nov | 9-3pm
Mansfield Palace Theatre,  
Leeming Street, Mansfield  
NG18 1NG

Donna Mullings, Actress

Fun Drama Workshop brings out the 
best in you, using an imaginative 
creative skill that you have on your 
hands, your mind and your body 
language.

December
Boho Vibe Earrings Crafts
Friday 2nd Dec | 10-4pm
Quad Derby, Cathedral Quarter, 
Market Place, Derby DE1 3AS

Angela Saltekins, Artist

Learn how to make unique, hand-
crafted earrings, and wear them  
with confidence as a proud, 
vivacious deaf woman.

January
Beginners’ Oil Painting 
Workshop With Emily-Rose
Thursday 12th Jan | 7-8.30pm
Online Zoom
Emily-Rose Corby, Artist

A fun simple tutorial with everything 
you need to have a good start: 
techniques and materials and 
a complete step by step 
demonstration.

February
Fun Embroidery Workshop!
Friday 3rd Feb | 10-3pm
Quad Derby,Cathedral Quarter, 
Market Place, Derby DE1 3AS

Rebecca Vaughan, Artist

You’ll learn how to sew to create a 
lovely decoration for your home or  
a gift for your loved ones!

Samantha Jane, Artist  
Seeing Things Differently

“I love working alongside Deaf-initely 
Women because I feel we should all 
have equal opportunities to experience 
as much as we can.

Being partially deaf I understand first 
hand how it’s easy to get lost in the 
crowd, when really we were born to 
stand out. I am Samantha Jane.  
A Tattoo Artist of 18 years. Originally 
from Derby, I moved to North East 
Wales to study for both my Bachelor 
and Master of Arts in Illustration at 
Glyndwr University. I’m a busy single 
mum of two boys and I love anything 
and everything arty, crafty and 
creative! I do commission artwork and 
logo design for business. I do lots of 
original design drawing for my job and 
I love nothing more than to share my 
energy for Art with others.”
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PROGRAMME

deafinitelywomen.org.uk/deaf-arty

We are grateful to the Arts 
Council who have kindly funded 
our arts-based activities enabling 
freelance artists who are deaf, 
deafblind or hard of hearing 
women to teach our peers.

ALL Workshops are FREE to deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing women

BSL interpreters and captions available

Visit our website deafinitelywomen.org.uk for more events


